
KEYNOTE ADDRESSES

The Keynote addresses will be delivered by Ministers of  
The Government of Samoa

BUSINESS LEADERS AND SPEAKERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Tuatagloa Joe Annandale
Chairman, Poutasi Development Trust - Owner, Sinalei Reef Resort

Tuatagaloa Joe Annandale is one of the paramount chiefs of 
the Falealili district on the south coast of Upolu and is heavily 
involved in economic development for his village, Poutasi, 
through the Poutasi Development Trust. As co-owner of the 
beautiful Sinalei Reef Resort, Joe has been involved in tourism in 
Samoa for 23 years. 

The resort is a hub employment centre for the local area and 
as such there are always a lot of issues to consider and deal with. Joe will discuss this and his 
views about how Samoa can make progress through economic development.

Toleafoa Douglas Creevey
Group CEO Bluesky Communications Group

Internationally experienced in the wireless telecommunications 
industry, with hands-on experience in management and 
operation of telecommunication networks in challenging 
environments in both developed and developing markets 
including Saudi Arabia, the Middle East, Hong Kong, New 
Zealand and several Pacific Island countries. Toleafoa has 
25 years of experience in telecommunication mobile service 
providers, with a track record in the field for delivering 

results managing teams and rollout projects in technical design, implementation with full 
responsibility for network planning, rollout and operations, vendor management, technical 
facilities management and CAPEX and OPEX ownership.

Toleafoa will share the reasons why Bluesky Group is getting in behind renewable energy and 
economic development in Samoa.
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Mr Bernie Poort
Regional Country Manager, ANZ Samoa, Tonga and Cook Islands

Bernie is an executive board member of ANZ Samoa Ltd and a 
senior member of the ANZ Pacific Leadership team which has 
him on various regional sub-committees including Risk, Projects, 
Pricing and Staff Health and Wellbeing. He also has an active role 
external to ANZ as a strategic adviser to Samoa Tourism, Samoa 
Bankers Association, Samoa Cancer Society, and the Spinal 
Network of Samoa. His career spans 30 years across Corporate 
and Commercial Relationship Banking. In 2017 he was awarded 

an ANZ STAR award in recognition of his efforts to improve the lives of people with disabilities 
in Samoa. He and his wife Susie were also recently recognised by the Samoan Government for 
contributions to the development of Samoa and have been granted Permanent Residency in 
the country.

Tupuivao Seiuli Alvin Tuala
CEO of Samoa Airways

Samoa Airways CEO, Tupuivao Seiuli Alvin Tuala, is the architect 
of the nation’s airline and as such deals with many stakeholders 
of the travel and airline sector around the world. Seiuli Alvin is 
responsible for connecting Samoans to the rest of the world 
and the world with Samoa and as such deals with the challenges, 
some unforeseen, but with a commercial clarity of how to solve 
them. He will share his vision to how he will ‘pilot’ the airline into 
the future.

Afioga Tupai Saleimoa Vaai 
CEO of the Samoa Hotels Association

Afioga Tupai Saleimoa Vaai is the CEO of the Samoa Hotels 
Association as well as a tourism operator with a resort on the 
Island of Savai’i. Additional to this is his tireless work in the 
Cocoa industry of Samoa. As a tourism & business leader 
in Samoa, Afioga will discuss the goals of the Samoa Hotels 
Association as well as his work to develop the Cocoa industry of 
Samoa into an export success.

Tagaloa Eddie Wilson
President Samoa Association of Manufacturers & Exporters

Tagaloa Eddie Wilson is a born entrepreneur and one of the 
leading businessmen of Samoa. He is the President of the 
Samoa Association of Manufacturers & Exporters as well as 
the CEO and founder of Wilex which makes premium Samoan 
chocolate in a range of flavors using the best of the ingredients 
of Samoa. Tagaloa will be able to provide incredible and in-
depth insights about the products that Samoa produces that are 
available for expansion into large international markets and the 

opportunities for investment and upscaling programmes.
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Mr Rakesh Thapar
Chairman A to Z Trading, India

Mr Thapar is an experienced International commodities trader 
and investor, based in New Delhi, with offices in New Zealand 
and Mauritius. With a demonstrated history of working in the 
financial and trading services industry, Mr Thapar represents a 
large investment fund and a network that includes some of the 
largest companies in India and the wealthiest investors in India 
and Mauritius. He will be assessing investment opportunities 
in Samoa and talking about the Indian and Indian subcontinent 

marketplaces and how they could provide a gateway for Samoa to major export development. 
Mr Thapar will be talking about the Indian and Indian subcontinent market places and how 
they could provide a gateway for Samoa to major export development.

Muagututi’a Lafele Ngau Chun Ah San
Acting General Manager of Samoa Breweries

Mr Muagututi’a Lafele Ngau Chun Ah San, with National Sales 
Manager, George Avia will share the vision of how Vailima will 
launch internationally and reassert this heritage brand of Samoa.  
Not to be missed!

Jackie Clark
Branding, TV Advertising & Tourism Marketing Specialist - 
New Zealand

Jackie is an international television commercial producer and 
branding expert specialising in developing world class, targeted 
and hugely effective marketing campaigns.

Jackie holds major marketing contracts most notably working 
for House of Travel (HOT) designing, strategizing and executing 
some of the most successful television campaigns. As a 

former Executive and prestigious Kiwi Advertising Agency, Mears Taine, Jackie will share her 
experiences working in top level advertising agencies and delivering, state of the art and 
cutting edge marketing campaign. Extremely passionate about Samoa, it is a pleasure to have 
Jackie as a speaker and panelist at the Samoa Sustainable Business & Investment Showcase.

David Taipari
Chairman of The Independent Maori Statutory Board,  Investor, 
Tribal Leader - New Zealand 

David is the Chair of the IMSB which is an independent body 
representing the interests of 19 tribes in the Auckland Region to 
Auckland Council. David is also the former Chair of Ngati Maru, 
a Hauraki District tribe. David looks after a range of business & 
investment operations for his tribe Ngati Maru which include 
fisheries, oyster, NZ mussels, farms and tourism investment assets.

As an investor himself, David is visiting Samoa to forge new relationships & assess 
opportunities. David will speak about and share the steps he has taken that has led his tribe 
onto pathways to prosperity.
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 Coen van Breda
Managing Director, AA Solar & Marinetronics Ltd - New Zealand

Coen, a qualified chartered accountant, leads the formulation 
and execution of AA Solar’s business development strategy with 
a clear focus on achieving excellent customer outcomes. 

Coen has a background in big corporations including KPMG and 
Goldman Sachs through to start-up organisations in sectors 
including mobile telecom, mobile applications, fintech, biotech, 
media and technology. He has worked closely with management 

teams, boards and investors in various CXO capacities to; formulate and execute strategy and 
associated business planning, sourcing of funding, negotiate and implement foundation commercial 
contracts/relationships, design and implementation of financial and operational plans etc.

Dr Anjaneya Prasad
Director of international commodities and investment 
company, Medha International

Dr Prasad holds offices in Singapore, Dubai, New Zealand and 
India and specialises in the trading of organic produce into 
the Middle East, Gulf Nations, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Germany, 
France and the Indian sub continent. Other areas he focuses 
on includes mineral exploration and funding of infrastructure 
projects and residential developments. 

Dr Prasad is excited about being introduced to business in Samoa and to the possibility of 
developing lasting commercial partnerships.

Matthew Zeludko
Founder and Managing Director, Custom Logistic Services - 
Australia, New Zealand, Samoa

Matt has been involved in international business for 15 years, 
working in Asia Pacific in freight consolidation (the unique process 
of combining shipments to achieve economies of scale). In a 
challenging industry with a 24 hour/7 day a week operation, Custom 
Logistic manages cross cultural discussions, agreements and 
business success for all stakeholders – goods sellers/buyers, shipping 
lines, transport operators, customs and government bodies.

Matt has a unique understanding of Global Economic Trends – managing freight movements 
offers an insight into global product trends, currency exchanges and economic development 
and is hugely motivated to provide professional advice, assistance where possible to aid in the 
development of Samoa through increased Service and Product awareness/development. 

Craig Simpson
Director, iVise - New Zealand

Craig Simpson is an entrepreneur who specialises in tourism 
solutions using predicts analytics and data science. As well as 
founding two tourism analytics business (Blueridge & Lucerna) 
he headed up the development of Spark's tourism product which 
used cellular data to measure visitor numbers. 
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Jonathan Devery
Director of Vapo Alt NZ - New Zealand

Vapo Alt is New Zealand's leading and most trusted vaping 
company, working closely with the NZ Government to reduce 
the harm and instance of cigarette smoking,  Jonathan and his 
colleagues are also investors with an interest in water and agri 
sector products. Jonathan comes to Samoa to discuss the Pacific 
Islands Community smoking cessation campaign he is rolling out in 
NZ and the Vapo Alt product and to meet potential new business 
colleagues and to look at exciting opportunities in Samoa.

Sam Saili
Chief Executive Officer, SkyEye Pacific - Samoa

Fa’aso’otauloa Sam Saili was born, raised and educated in the tiny 
island of Samoa. He has been in the ICT sector for over 18 years with 
expertise in System Analysis and Design, Data Networks, Databases 
and Project Management. He is a fellow of the Royal Society for the 
encouragement of Arts, Manufacturers and Commerce (RSA). 

He is 12th of 13 children so he has been in negotiations all his life. 
Raised in the Samoan culture of “tautua” or “to serve”, it has been 

natural that the company he founded with his siblings embraces serving for the benefit of the 
community.

Tagaloa Nua Su’a Vaai
Samoa Pure Water Company Ltd - Samoa

A graduate with a Bachelor of Business (Double Major Accounting & 
Marketing) degree from the Manukau Institute of Technology, Mrs. 
Vaai co-founded Samoa Pure Water Company Ltd with her husband 
in 2009. The revolutionary concept came about due to the need 
for a quality, affordable drinking solution that uses local natural 
resources while at the same time boosting Samoa’s economy by 
being one of the main leading manufacturers in the country. 

As a pillar of the community, she is a strong advocate of a clean, eco-friendly Pacific Region and as a 
member of S.W.R.M.A, Mrs. Vaai users her influence in both the political and business community to  
stress the need for better Plastic Waste Management Systems in the Pacific to combat the issue of 
Plastic Pollution

Keegan Leahy
Vice President Turtle Island Foundation - Investment Broker - Canada

The Turtle Island Foundation is an agency which works in the 
areas of Economic Development and investment into Indigenous 
Communities in Canada and the US - Turtle Island. Keegan 
brings a wealth of experience of brokering investment deals 
between Indigenous and Non Indigenous parties that are 
mutually beneficial.

Keegan brings to Samoa two leading macro renewable energy 
companies from the US and Canada who are interested in helping Samoa reach its 2025 goal 
of being 100% renewable and to do business in a sustainable way.
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Billy Te Kahika
Managing Director of Indigenous Business Consultants - 
New Zealand

Billy Te Kahika brings a wealth of experience to the Samoa 
Sustainable Business & Investment Showcase. He is a former 
National Business Development Manager for major FMCG 
companies in New Zealand and has advised many different 
companies about business in the Pacific and further afield. He sits 
as an advisor to the China NZ Business Roundtable, The Oceania 
Silk Road Network, the Assembly of First Nations International 

Trade Roundtable and others. Intensely passionate about Indigenous economic development, he 
is the founder of the this event and hopes to achieve a number of outcomes for Samoa.

He says "Samoa has all the potential in the world to be a major niche bread basket for the 
world's consumers. I believe that major economic development is possible through bottom-
up capacity building and up-scaling of Samoa’s agri and productivity sectors to supply global 
demand for organic produce. We plan to develop real investment partnerships with market 
gatekeepers to international opportunities".
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